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THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN SCHOOL SOCIETY. 


We are indebted to an obliging friend for Tur rePort of that 
valuable Institution, made at a General Meeting held ia London 
the. 12th December last. 

The benevolent work of imparting usefal knowledge to the il- 
literate poor, in which Great Britain has for many years past exhi- 
bited a bright example for other nations, appears to be still going 
on with increasing activity and system. Some of the principal 
neighbouring governments on the continent have begun to open 
their eyes on the advantages resulting from these undertakings, 
both in a political and moral point of view, and have recently 
manifested a disposition liberally to patronize them, and to pro- 
mote an extensive diffusion of the means of elementary education 
throughout their respective realms. | 

The following details, extracted from the above mentioned Re- 
port, will exhibit a pleasing evidence of the extensive interest 
which this subject has awakened in various parts of Continental 
Europe. 


The hope which your Committee ventured to express in the 
last Report, concerning the preservation and progress of popular 
education in France, and the influence of the introduction of the 
British System, has been realized to its fullest extent. At the pe- 
riod when the last Report which your Committee have received from 
that country was printed, seventy-eight schools had been formed on 
the new plan, while many others were in progress. It has been 
ingeniously and very successfully adapted to village schools, as 
well as to the grammar schools of the towns; and, under the ex- 
press sanction of the Royal Commission for public instruction, has 
overcome in a great degree the obstacles which ignorance and pre- 
judice had put into the way of its progress. The Committee of 
Paris have also directed their attention to the establishment of girls 
schools, and schools of industry, on the same plan ; of the former, 
four have already been opened in Paris. That Committee have 
expressed ina letter to your Committee, their warmest wish for the 
prosperity of your Society, and their desire of co-operating with 
you in the accomplishment of the same object: the sincerity of 
which they prove by a regular communication of their Reports 
and other publications. Your Treasurer, from what he saw and 
heard while in France, bears testimony to the diligence and ardour 
of the Committee of Paris. who meet regularly twice in every 
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month, and at every meeting receive numerous applications for 
Masters from all parts of the country. 

Already do you peaceably and amicably cultivate the same 
ground with the Society in France ; for one of the teachers in- 
structed in the schools at Paris has been sent out, under the sanc- 
tion of the Freych government and at their expense, to establish 
schools on the British System in Senegal. ‘If this mission suc- 
ceeds,” says the French Report, ‘‘ who can foresee the important 
advantages likely to result from the instruction and civilization of 
Africa !”’ 

Several interesting extracts from the French Report will be 
given in the Appendix B; as well as an account of Mr. Frossard’s 
labours for the cause of education in Switzerland. . From these,-.as 
well as from numerous other communications, it’ appears, that 
even in those parts of that country where the education of the peo- 
ple has long been very zealously attended to, the introduction of 
the British System is hailed as a most powerful instrument ‘ta fa- 
cilitate the proper instruction of all classes of society ; and Lau- 
sanne and Geneva, as well as several other places in Switzerland, 
already possess schools, from which the advantages which it affords 
are likely to be extended to many others. 

The Emperor Alexander, during his stay in this country, paid 
peculiar attention to the state of education, and the new systems 
adopted. His Imperial Majesty had conversation with some gen- 
tlemen on the British System, and acknowledged its importance. 
While at Paris, His Majesty directed two Russian officers to ac- 
quire 2 competent knowledge of the system; and they attended 
for that purpose at the Central school there. 

The Emperor has, in fulfilment of this important design, author- 
ized Monsieur de Strandman (a gentleman formerly attached to 
the Russian embassy at London, and now united to the Russian 
embassy in Switzerland, whose object is to investigate the state of 
elementary education and agricultural improvements) to take the 
necessary measures for introducing the new mode of teaching in 
his native country, 

Four youths lately arrived in London (whose names are Alexan- 
der Abadovsky, Charles Svenske, Matthew Tymayoft, and Theodore 
Busse) they were selected from the Institution for training School- 
masters at St. Petersburgh: they are under the immediate care of 
M. Strandman, and are at present studying the British System at 
the Borough road ; and are afterwards also to study the Madras 

lan. Thus these youths will be qualified to make a proper esti- 
mate of the comparative value of the two systems, and become 
the medium of communicating the most extensive blessings to a 
very large proportion of the globe. Your Committee obsetve with 
great satisfaction, that in the selection of these youths—two af 
whom. are of the Greek Church, and two of the Lutheran,—the 
design is founded on that liberal principle which it is the glory of 
the British and Foreign Schoo! Society to have acted upon in ali 


its undertakings. ‘These youths are present at this mecting, and 








of the British and Foreign School Society. 181 


will be able to communicate to their countrymen the harmony dnd 
unity of our proceedings. 

That most liberal and enlightened nobleman, Count omenayt 
late Chancellor of Russia, Whose endeavours to promote scientific 
imptovements have induced him to search for knowledge through: 
out the world, and who has fitted out a ship for that purpose, at 
his own expense, has expressed his intention of introducing the 
British System on his extensive estates in Poland.* 

In Holland, where of late the efforts of government seem to have 
vied with those of private benevolence to improve the situation of 
the poor, by the establishment of schools for all, the labours of your 
Society have attracted considerable attention, and His Excellency 
the Dutch Ambassador at this Court, having considered the Bo- 
rough Road School as worthy of his personal inspection and strict 
examination, has been pleased to express his high approbation of it. 

At Hainburgh, the establishment of a School on the principles 
and plan adopted by this Society, has for some time been under 
consideration, and appears to be retarded only by the apprehen- 
sion of the expense attending the first arrangements. In that city 
an union of benevolent persons has been formed, for the purpose of 
providing proper instruction for the great number of children, who, 
since Hamburgh suffered so great calamities in the possession of a 
foreign power, were totally neglected. They have already, inde- 
pendently of the various charitable institutions previously exist- 
ing, placed one thousand children in different schools, which they 
found already established, and suppose that an equal number are 
still remaining unprovided for, for whom schools on the British 
System would be a great benefit. Your Committee trust that so 
desirable an object will soon be accomplished. 

The last Report gave an account of an application for School- 
masters from the government of Hayti. A young man fully com- 
petent to discharge the duties required, has since that time been 
sent out by your Committee to that important station, and another 
is waiting for an opportunity to follow him. .At the next General 
Meeting your Committee hope to be able to communicate a satis- 
factory account of the commencement of their labours. From an- 
other part of St. Domingo, now under the presidency of Petion, a 
request has also been received for some persons to be sent out fully 
qualified to establish schools upon the British System; but the 
Committee have not yet had it in their power to comply with it.4 





* The Spanish Monarch has also appointed an officer of an Irish regiment in 
the service of Spain'to acquire a thorough knowledge of the System, in order 
to extend its benefits to that country. 

+ A Teacher, named Thomas Bosworth, lately arrived in this city from 
England, on his way to Port au Prince, where he is to introduce the Lancas- 
terian System of instruction. He appears to he well qualified to fulfil the da- 
ties of that useful employment. {Ed. Chr. SL eratd’ 
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The following passages of the Report show that the religious 
improvement of the children, as far as the observance of the Sab- 
bath is concerned, not only comports with the views, but is made 
a subject of attention and concern on the part of those who con- 
duct the affairs of the British and Foreign School Society. 


Your Committee cannot deny themselves the gratification of ex- 
pressing, in this place, the satisfaction they have derived trom ob- 
serving, that in many instances an increased attention has been 
paid to the proper observance of the Sabbath ; that the admoni- 
tions addressed to the parents, to insist upon their children attend- 
ing such places of worship as they may prefer, have generaily teem 
very successful ; and that the beneficial effects of this measure up- 
on the behaviour of the children have been very evident. lt is 
impossible to contemplate without pleasure the result of the inqui- 
ries on that important subject, regularly made in the Borough Road 
School for a long time past; from which it appears, that the in- 
stances of a total neglect of attendance at a place of worship on 
the Sunday, are not only very few, but progressively decreasing. 
An extract from the Reports made to the Committee, at each of its 
meetings, will undoubtedly be highly satisfactory to the public. It 
shows that, in the week ending the 10th of November, of 358 chil- 
dren only two were absent from public worship, and of these 221 
attended -unday Schools.* 

Thus the accusation that no attention is paid in the Schools of 
the british and Foreign School Society to the religious im- 
provement of the children, is refuted by plain and simple facts, 
and proved to rest on an incorrect notion of its operations: very 
mauy of the children who attend the schools on the Eritish System 
during the week, belong also to some Sunday *chool; and your 
Committee cannot forbear expressing, that they consider themseives 
as indebted to the patrons and. conductors of the various Sunday 
Schools, who charge themselves with so large a proportion of the 
children on the Sabbath day, and conduct them regularly to their 
respective places of public worship. And they would here most 
distinctly state, not only their full approbation of such a nreasure, 
but' their sincere wish, that in every place where schools are con- 
ducted on the liberal plan of the | ritish and Foreign School Soci- 
éty, such valuable attention might be extended to the children, as 
will best secure, without any restraint on the religious principles of 
the parents, the proper application of that sacred day: and cer- 
tainly nothing can so effectually secure that object, as the esta- 
blishment of well conducted Sunday Schools. 





* The attendance of children at their respective places of worsbip has bees 
regularly enforced by various Committees with the greatest success, and with 
very little trouble to the Committees. See Appeadix,—-Camberwell, Chart- 
bary, Whitby, Carlisle, Birmingham, &c. 
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The late European publications contain a number of highly satisfactory ac- 
counts of the progress of Sunday Schools in several places. The following 
letter, recently communicated to us by our correspondent in Liverpool, fur- 
nishes one among the many evidences of the benefits which our sinful world is 
daily deriving from these invaluable institutions. [ Ed. Chr. Herald.] 

T resco, Scilly, March 3d, 1816, 
Sir, 

I shall attempt an accurate description of the deplorable state 
of the off islands of Scilly, previously to the period that you com- 
menced the benevolent exertions for the inhabitants. You are aware 
of the trust which the Sbciety for promoting Christian Knowledge 
accepted from the Rev. Mr. Hartshorne, in 1752; who, commi- 
serating the spiritual wants of the people in the off islands, made an 
offer of £200 towards sending a Missionary to Tresco, and £50. to 
be expended in a library for his use. Nothing, however, was 
done in the business until 1765, when small weekly schools were 
established in each of the off islands. Since that period two minis- 
ters have been appointed for Tresco and St. Agness. As no re- 
flection is intended to be cast on the labours of that invaluable In- 
stitution, I shal] confine my observations to such wants as the di- 
rectors of that Society have not relieved. I had no acquaintance 
with their situation until June, 1814, and even then my labours in 
the islands were confined to a few days. At that time there was 
no school in Tresco and Sampson which was supported by the So- 
ciety for promoting Christian knowledge. In November I visited 
them again, but an extract of my letter to the Rev. Mr. Smith, who 
was at that time in London, being published in the Baptist Maga- 
zine for January 7, 1815, will be accepted as an apology for not 
repeating my observations in this place. In March Mr. Smith 
communicated to me your pious intentions respecting the islands, 
and proposed my spending three months with the inhabitants. Hav 
ing procured lodgings, and received £10 from the Baptist Itinerant 
Society towards the expenses of the Mission, I settled at Tresco 
in April, 1815. At that time there was not a Sabbath School ia 
Scilly, and but very few of the children attended the weekly 
schools. The Teachers were women of families; of course the 
children under their care received very little information, as their 
necessary work obliged them to be absent from the school several 
hours in aday. In general the morals of the children were quite 
neglected, and in understanding they were but little superior to 
the brute creation. Accustomed to the most violent domestic dis- 
orders, the little creatures were hardened in iniquity. The profits 
of the week were generally divided among the boat’s crew on the 
Sabbath afternoon, and no business of that kind could be finished 
before a bottle of spirits was introduced. The Lord’s Day being 
thus profaned with drunkenness and fighting in presence of the 
children, their young minds were influenced by the pernicious ex- 
amples ; of course, they were likely to equal, or if it were posst- 
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ble, exceed their parents in abominations. For a long series of 
years the principal support of the inhabitants of Scilly. has arisen 
from piloting, smuggling, and shipwrecks; and a very small ac- 
quaintance with the nature of those occupations is sufficient to 
prove their destructive tendency. Perhaps, Sir, if all things re- 
specting their situation and practices were considered, it would ful- 
ly appear that but few places have been more polluted by the ini- 

uities of the inhabitants than the off islands of Scilly. And, in ad- 
dition to the-evils that I have witnessed, ind the remarks of the few 
serious people perhaps in all the off islands, who have been trained 
up in-the islands ; the observations of sonje pious masters of trad- 
ing vessels, who have experienced somes of their cruelties, are 
strong evidences to the truth of. what’ have written. Their 
mouths were full of cursing and bitterness; there was no fear of 
God before theireyesi The Lord was graciously pleased to stip 
up-a great spirit of hearing and inquiry among those. people. on my 
arrival at Scilly, and for some months I experienced but: little in- 
terruption, except the want of:money and books. A Sabbath 
School was formed at Brechar ia the course of: 2 few weeks after 
had settled at Tréesco.—Two steady women, who have since 
been brought by the power of God to a saving. acquaintance with 
the Lord: Jesus, assisted by 5 or 6 girls, undertook the education 
of 45: adults and children. The School has been continued in the 
most regular manner to the present time, and the effects produced 
on that island are lively tokens of the good will of him who dwelt 
in the bush. Several people in the islands.appear to be truly con- 
verted to God; the Sabbath is esteemed a sacred day, and the 
great attention fo the preaching of the Word, seems. to indicate 
much greater things than we have yet. experienced on the island. 
I have.within these few. months opened.a, writing school, two after- 
noons in the week, and 17 haye learned to make the letters on pa- 
per tolerably well, But the people on that island are very: poor, 
and some of them not daring to pursue their former plundering life, 
are now greatly exercised with poverty. If some of the invaluable 
institutions in London would assist the School with a few: suitable 
books, and a small parcel of common writing paper, they would 
he accepted with the utmost gratitude. Through the kindness of a 
few gentlemen we have been supplied with some books, and par- 
ticularly the £5 from the School Society, by yourself, assisted the 
exertions very much. If any ways consistent, the want we expe- 
rience in the several schools would induce: me to solicit a conti- 
nuance of the favours of that institution. Schools, perhaps more 
interesting than the present, have been formed inall the off islands, 
of which, by your permission, I will state particulars in another 
letter. 

1 am, Sir, very respectfully 


Your humble servant, 
JOHN. J. JEFFERY. 
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Address of the Archbishop of Upsala, to the Clergy of his Diocese. 
Reverend Brethren, Upsala, September 2, 1816. 

Ir is but a few years ago that some zealous friends of Christiani- 
ty in England united together for the purpose of promoting the 
dispersion of the Holy Scriptures, as well among Christians, as 
among those of other religions. 

The time past, so pregnant with great and extraordinary events, 
has been a time of searching visitation on the part of God ; a time 
when mankind, more than at any former period, have been taught 
how vain are. all their undertakings and endeavours, when in the 
blindness of their pride they revolt from eternal wisdom, and 
pretend to accomplish any thing without God :—but it has also 
been atime, when the Gospel of Christ, that word of life and 
comfort, in defiance of the machinations of infidelity and wicked- 
ness, in defiance of the attempts of false wisdom to reduce it 
within the sphere of the natuzal man’s conceptions ; and, finally, 
in defiance of the indifference, the lukewarmness, ‘the prejudice 
against godliness, which have taken possession of men’s irnds— 
has shown its@If as ‘‘ the power of God unto salvation.”’ 

The whole world will soon have to acknowledge, ** The word 
‘of God dwells richly among us.”” The holy writers speak now in 
almost all the lanzuages of the world. ‘* Their voice is gone forth 
in every land, and their words ito the end of the earth.” The 
Bible is in the course of translation, and printing, in dialects 
which have hitherta escaped the researches of the learned. The 
followers of Mahomed, Confucius, and Bramah, read it. ‘Phey 
see the Star of Jesus in the East, and-go to adore him. Within 
the dominions of Christendom, numerous Bible Societiés have been 
established upon the model of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, by whose munificence they have profited greatly. ‘Bibles 
are re-printing in all the languages of Christendom. ‘This treasure 
of the immortal soul, which is of more value than all the riches of 
the earth, may be_obtained at.a very low price, and frequenthy® 
gratis. The Gospel makes itself known, in its original purity, to 
the poor; and from the palaces of the great down to the cottages 
of the lowest, one common voice Begins to_resound, ‘‘ Thanks be 
to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesu Christ.” 

If, however, this great work is to be brouglit to perfection ; if 
every pious father of a family, anxiously desiring ‘to’ possess a 
Bible for the edification of himself, and those belonging ‘to him, 
is to obtain his wishes, it is necessary that such as’ have better 
means, should unite more closely together, for the putpose of dis- 
tributing the word of God among the children of poverty. In 
our dear native country, there are already five great Bible Socie- 
ties established ; namely, at Stockholm, Lund, Gothenburg, 
Westeras, and Wisby. The Archbishoprick is hitherto without 
one. I have, however, the satisfaction of announeing, that-a Bible 
Society, for the same object, and upon similar grounds, under the® 
consolatory hope of the Almighty’s assistance, ts about to be esta:!! 
hlished at Upsala. A considerable benetaction, in @#d thesidn” 
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has been promised by the justly venerated Bible Society in Lon- 
don. This information will, no-doubt, be received with delight 
by the clergy of the diocese, of whose zealous co-operation and 
assistance | make myself assured. 

The door is opened, my brethren, to promote the increase of 
Christ’s kingdom ; and who ought to have this more at heart than 
ourselves, who are called to spread the saving knowledge of God, 
and Jesus Christ, whom he hath sent ? 

Let us then, brethren, while we have yet time, do good, and 
not grow weary ; remembering, that if the opportunities which 
a wise Providence hath prepared for the advancement of what’ is 
good, be neglected, the fault will lie with those whose duty it is 
to forward it. The time is hastening on, when we shall be no 
longer labourers in the Lord’s vineyard, but shall be called before 
him to receive our reward. Yet a little while, and the favourable 
circumstances which now offer, and encourage us to labour while 
it is day, will have vanished. We all recollect the time when it 
was but too common to be ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, and 
a pretended wisdom of reason threatened the expe of “ the 
word of everlasting life.’’-—Another era is come, with more glad- 
dening signs. Let us profit by the more encouraging disposition 
that begins to prevail, and ‘‘ our labour shall not be in vain in the 
Lord.” 

For these, and other weighty reasons, I have hereby not only 
to desire the reverend Clergy of the Archbishoprick to participate 
in this establishment for glorifying the name of Jesus, but also as 
a friend to entreat, that-they will, each within his own sphere, in 
a judicious and zealous manner, animate their hearers, particularly 
the more wealthy part, of whatever rank and sex they may be, 
to contribute, according to their means and opportunities, towards 
this important object. 

Grace and peace be with you all, from God and our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

(Signed) JAC, AX. LINDBLOM, Archbishop 
of Upsala. 
—j—— 
Srreca oF tHE Rev. Josern Juuian, at a late meeting of the 
Auldborough Bible Society, (England.) 

“* Ladies and Gentlemen,—From the name and nature of the 
Bible Society, which we this day meet to advocate, I scarcely 
need say that its object is the most extensive promulgation of the 
Holy Scriptures. To a plan at once so glorious and so sublime, 
one might suppose that the voice of opposition would be unheard ; 
but, Mr. Chairman, objections have been raised, even to this ex- 
cellent Society, a few of which I shall mention, and, at the same 
time, endeavour to prove them groundless. First then, it has been 
stated, by the enemies of this Society, that it is a mere political 
engine. Jam no politician myself; it is sufficient for me to know 
that the Lord God omnipotent reigneth; that he doeth according 
fo his will inthe army of Heaven; and, amongst the inhabitants ef: 
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the earth, I rejoice in knowing that, from his celestial throne, he 
condescends to regulate all our affairs, and notices even the meanest 
of his subjects. This alleged conspiracy is honoured with the sup- 
vort of many of the Crowned Heads on the Continent, with that 
of Prelates, Senators, the Clergy, and Nobility ; persons whonr 
we cannot suppose to be inimical to patriotism and political order. 
Let me ask, does their union in the Bible Society constitute them 
worse politicians? No, the politics they circulate are the politics 
of the Bible, which teach us to submit to every ordinance of man, 
for the Lord’s sake: they inculcate the duty of rendering to all 
their due: tribute to whom tribute is due ; custom to whom cus- 
tom ; to owe no man any thing, but to love one another. Another 
ebjection is, that the Bible Society is inimical to the Church of 
England. As Churchmen, therefore, let us inquire a little as to 
the foundation of this t hurch. It is professedly built upon the 
foundation of the Prophets and Apostles, Jesus Christ himself being 
the chief corner-stone. What a sad state must that Church be in, 
which would suffer from the cireulation of the Scriptures! The 
Bible is the touchstone, by which all truth may be tried. It is the 
revelation of God himself; it unfolds his will, inculcates precepts 
for regulating our actions, unerring axioms, having God for their 
author. It may then be confidently asserted, that the circulation 
of this divine book can only be prejudicial to the kingdom of Satan. 
The Bible Society, in its origin, may be compared to a small 
stream, but small as it was, it received the assistance of other 
streams, and thus the rivulet increased, aided by auxiliary streams, 
and has become an ocean,—an ocean of beneficence and of love, 
watering in its prosperous course not only the shores of this happy 
island, but extending to the distant coasts of Asia, Africa, and 
America, deepening as it rolls, and spreading its genial influence 
through every country in the habitable world. If you were to ask, 
what is the nature of the Society, I answer, that it is so grand that 
I can imagine nothing more so ; so sublime that an Archangel may 
contemplate it with wonder; so simple that a child may compre- 
hend it.—Another objection made to the Society is, that we circu- 
late the Bible without any note er comment ; that the Liturgy does 
rot accompany the Holy Scriptures. The reason is, that the Bible 
is so sublime, and, at the same time, so suited to the capacities of 
men of all classes, that it needs no human illustration, however 
excellent and deservedly esteemed the formularies of our Church, 
and other human compositions, certainly are. Fut, suppose it 
should be agreed on to distribute some book with the Bible, what 
book could be fixed on to which some party would not ebject? 
The Bible Seciety is supported by persons of all denominations. 
One party would propose one book, another would maintain that 
another publication possessed superior advantages; so that the 
unanimous choice of a book would be an impossibility. We 
therefore consent to pass over minor points, where mutual good is 
connected. ‘Thus all classes may co-operate in this Society, and 
yet each one maintain his own opinions ; nor dues the union re- 
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quire the compromise of any sentiment whatever. To illustraté 
what | have been stating, suppose I were to hold up something, 
dec! ring it to be worthy of your inspection, and I were to ask if 
you oad examined it, and one was tosay, ‘ yes, Sir, but how much 
better would it be seen through my telescope, that would exhibit 
beauties invisible to unaided vision.’ Another would say, ‘ how 
would its minutest traits be magnified, if seen through my micro- 
scope.’ Another would maintain, contrary to the opinion of the 
others, that his green glasses would aid the sight in discovering its 
hidden beauties, better than any other optical instrument. Sup- 
pose another were to say, * long experience has convinced me that 
barnacles are the best possible means to assist vision; if thou 
wouldest put on mine they would greatly assist thee in viewing 
this‘object.’. The inference to be drawn from this, is so plain that 
I need not mention it to you. As we cannot fix on any one glass 
that would be agreeable to all parties, let us consent to allow each 
one to choose for himself. If the Bible wanted any addition, it 
could not be of divine origin. If in the material world God left 
nothing for man to mend, much less would he do so in a spiritual 
revelation of his will to the fallen sons of Adam.—Then again, it 
has been objected that the Bible Society unites Christians of all 
denominations. Can this be an objection? Do we not all hope 
to meet in Heaven? Then why not join while on earth in acts of 
beneficence and love? Have we not all one God, one Lord, one 
Baptism? One hope animates us all; we are fellow-travellers, 
fellow-expectants of the same glory and happiness hereafter. Why 
then should we not all be united by the bonds of love ? The more 
widely the Scriptures are circulated, the more extensive will 
Christian Charity be found: for God, the author of the Bible, 
is love. 
~o +o 
AMERICAN MISSIONS IN INDIA, ‘ 
FROM THE PANOPLIST. ‘ 

The following passages are extracted from a letter written by Messrs. 
Hall and Newell, to the Rev. Dr. Worcester, dated July b, 1816. 

‘‘ Rev. and Dear Sir,—Before the writing of this letter, we 
did hope to receive later intelligence from our brethren at Ceylon. 
Their last letter to us was of May 25th. They had then decided 
on brother Kardwell’s joining us. In regard to stations for the 
other four brethren, they were undecided as to the expediency of 
their all settling in Jaffna. In consequence of Mr. Ringletaube’s 
resignation, there is now an opening for one or more missionaries, 
in Travancore. Possibly some of our brethren may gain an en- 
trance there. 

‘* We have strong hopes, that brother Bardwell will be allowed 
to stay with us.—Circumstances will plead powerfully for it. By 
the time he arrives here, (for he cannot leave Ceylon during the 
present monsoon,) we expect to be ready to commence printing, 
and shall therefore be in obvious and urgent need of him. 

‘© We rejoice to knew. that the Board have more missionaries 
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at their disposal.—We inay well hope to see them, from time to 
time, coming from America to this desolate part of the world. 

‘¢ Placed as we are, in asituation peculiarly favourable for col- 
lecting information concerning many places, we feel compelled, 
both by duty and inclination, to be continually collecting ail the 
knowledge we can, and to communicate our views to the Moard 
We have already written at considerable length concernmg Wes- 
tern Asia. There we see a field vast in extent, urgent in its 
claims, encouraging in its prospects, and almost untouched by 
missionary hands. 

‘¢ We have conversed with intelligent men, who have visited 
Alexandria, Cairo, Constantinople, the shores of the Red Sea, 
Palestine, Syria, Bussora, Busheer, and other parts of Persia and 
Arabia.. All that we have been able to collect from every quar- 
ter has only served the more to convince us of the pract-cability 
and importance of missions to Arabia, Persia, and the eastern pro- 
vinces of the Russian empire, bordering on China. 

‘* Translations into the Persian and Arabic languages, seem to 
promise more usefulness, than translations into almost any other 
eastern languages. ‘The reasons are obvious. 

‘¢ The Board, being a Foreign Bible Society, as wellas a Mis- 
sionary Society, has peculiar advantages for taking up these lan- 
guages. It has the money, and can procure able men; and such 
men are peculiarly desirable in those fields. How easily tour 
missionaries. might be sent to prepare for translating into, each of 
these languages, in the first instance, and immediately too, if so 
many suitable men. could be spared for these purposes. For the 
Arabic four; two to Cairo, and two to Bussora: For the Persian 
four, two to Busheer, Shiraz, or lspaham, and two to the north 
western parts of Persia, now under the Russian government. 

** There can be no reasonable doubt, that missionaries might 
securely remain at all these places ; at least so long as they were 
quietly learning the languages, and translating the Scriptures, 
And while they were executing this very important work, they 
would be under the highest advantages for ascertaining what fur- 
ther missionary establishments would be expedient or practicable, 
and for promoting the cause generally as literary correspondents. 
This last consideration is, of itself, in the view. of the late: Dr. 
Buchanan, and of the Church Missionary Society, sufficient to 
justify similar establishments. Besides, these languages being 
spoken to a great extent, and by many Christians as well as Ma- 
hometans, should the missionaries, after translativg the Scriptures, 
find it necessary, they might remove to some other region where 
the languages are spoken, and where they might preach publicly 
without apprehension of evil. 

‘* There are two considerations, which give a very great im- 
portance to the eastern provinces of the Russian empire. ‘Whey 
offer stations on the borders of Thibet and China ; stations, which 
may afford a very intimate connexion and intercourse with that 
supposed inaccessible and most populous quarter of the globe. At 
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such stations how much might be done for China, as well as for the 
Russian provinces. 

‘** Again; these provinces are under a government well known 
to be friendly to the propagation of Christianity, and partial to 
America. 

‘* As to our concerns in Bombay, we have nothing new to add. 
Things continue to go on in the same train. To-day the transla- 
tion of Luke’s Gospel has been completed. Our schools are gra- 
' dually increasing. We have agreed with a man to open a fourth 
school in the course of a few days. 

‘** We shall send our journal, letters, and several other things by 
the Fawn, Capt. Austin. ‘‘ We remain, dear Sir, 

‘* Your brethren and fellow servants, 
‘“*Gorpon Hatt, S. Newe t.. 
The following extracts are from a letter dated Sept. 30, 1816, and 
contain the latest intelligence from the Missionaries. 
** Rev. and Dear Sir,—‘* Our last of July 12th, was forwarded 


by the Fawn, of Boston. By the same opportunity we forwarded 


to you our journal up to that time, and also a trunk of books, prin- 
cipally Arabic and Persian. We send our present communications 
by way of Calcutta, with the hope that they may reach you sooner 
than they would via London. Since we wrote last, we have had 
the satisfaction of hearing, that our brethren in Ceylon have ob- 
tained the sanction of government to their settlement in Jaffna, 
the place of their choice. They were to proceed thither from 
Columbo as soon as the season would permit. We expect soon 
to hear of their final settlement. Brother bardwell is to come to 
this place by the first opportunity. The most favourable season 
for coming is at hand, and we are expecting to see him shortly. 


We are also in expectation of receiving our Mahratta types and. 


press by the next ships from Bengal. We hope to commence 
printing early in the ensuing year. 

*¢ Our schools continue about in the same state, as when we 
wrote last ; for though we have since that time opened a therd 
school, the number of boys, on the whole, has not been increased. 


The rainy season, which is just now closing, is unfavourable to 


their attendance. We hope the number of pupils will be greater 
the ensuing season. 

‘** We continue to preach almost every day to the heathen, in 
their ewn houses, at their temples, or by the way-side, as we find 
opportunity ; but we have not yet been able to collect a congre- 
gation to attend statedly at one place. We intend to make an 
effort to do this soon. Should we succeed in this attempt, we shall 
be able to introduce those interesting and important parts of public 
worship, prayer and praise, which we are now obliged to omit. 
It would also enable us to communicate our instructions more in 
the form of a regular discourse, than we can do at present.’ We 
have for some time past held a little meeting on Sabbath morning 
among the poor, to whom we formerly used to preach in English. 
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We found that they did not attend either the Scotch or English 
church, and as they professed to be willing to come together, in 
their own neighbourhood, on the Sabbath, for religious instruction, 
we thought they ought not to be neglected. They are but few in 
pumber, not more than 15 or 20 men with some women and chil- 
dren, and it is seldom that more than 8 or 10 of them attend at 
one time.- We cannot say that we have much expectation, at 
present, of collecting any considerable number of persons, to 
whom we can preach in English. This need not discourage us at 
all The great business for which we came hither, is to preach 
the Gospel to those among whom Christ has not been named. In 
this respect we have an open door, and more work within the 
compass of a few miles, than would suffice for twenty preachers. 

‘¢ Since we wrote last, the number of labourers in this part of 
the vineyard has been considerably increased by the arrival of 
chaplains and missionaries of different denominations. Two chap- 
lains, and a missionary of the Wesleyan connection have arrived 
in Bombay ; several chaplains and six missionaries from the Lon- 
don Society at Madrass ; and four or five Wesleyan missionaries 
in Ceylon. Thus the number of labourers is increasing ; but still 
there is room. 

‘* The state of our pecuniary affairs-you will learn from our 
communications of this date te Mr Evarts. We shall endeavour 
in future to write you re. ularly as often at least as once a quarter. 

‘s We remain, &c. G. Hatt, S. Newe .”’ 
> eae 
JUVENILE DEPARTMENT. 
LETTER FROM A TUTOR TO HIS PUPIL. 
My dear Thomas, 

Our long residence together has of course interested me in your 
future destiny,—I am anxious that you may prove in the first place 
devoted to God, and then I shall not doubt of your being an he- 
nourable member of civil and religious society, successful in your 
engagements, esteemed by your connexions, and happy in yourself. 

Suffer me, with the sincerity of one of your best friends, to re- 
oal to your recollection those truths which you have so frequently 
heard from me in private and,in public—that during our separation 
1 may have the pleasure of reflecting that although I no longer ad- 
dress you by the living voice, I still converse with you by letter, 
and in some degree promote your best interests. Let me recom- 
mend to you as important, 

I. 4 studious and constant regard to Religion. This is absolute- 
ly and essentially necessary to your present peace and future haps 
piness.—Whatever you possess beside, how renowned soever om 
talents, fur property, or for influence, without Religion you will ° 
be poor and miserable. WhenI name Religion, | consider it in its 
spirituality, in opposition to the formal and ceremonial worship of 
those who view Religion as nothing more than an attention ‘to ex- 
ternal duties. Keal Religion has its seat in the heart.—No cem- 
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duct, however outwardly moral ; no perfermanee Of sefvices, hewé 
ever regular and exact, can of itself form a truly religious charaeter. 
—This is the work of the Holy Spirit—he must teach you your 
total depravity, and renew you inthe spirit of your mind. To 
him therefore you must look as your instructor—your comforter— 
your sanctifier.—Depend upon the blood and righteousness of the 
Lord Jesus Christ for pardon of sin, and an inheritance among them 
that are sanctified im heaven. 

Pay the greatest attention to all the ordinances of religion and 
to the various means of grace. 

The Bible is the book of God ; read it daily and attentively with 
meditation and prayer to the Holy Spirit to impress it upon your 
memory, explain it to your understanding, and apply it to your 
heart. Regularly attend the preaching of the word upon the 
Lord’s day, and at other times as opportunity may occur. Never 
let the Sabbath be profaned by you, either in journeying, visiting, 
or walking for pleasure. Let your petitions ascend to the Father 
of mercies for His presence and blessing—on no account restrain 
prayer before God. 

The benefits and advantages of religion should often engage 
your thoughts—you will be preserved from a thousand snares, and 
possess the sweetest consolation. 

Tis religion that can give 
Sweetest pleasures while we live, 
*Tis religion must supply 

Solid comforts when we die. 
After death its joys shall be 
Lasting as eternity. 

Il. Let me next call your attention to the government of your pus- 
sions. ‘The passions in youth are strong. Unrestrained by the 
curb of religious principles and motives, they will lead you into 
every disorder, they will precipitate you into destruction. Flee, 
therefore, from every youthful lust. Constantly pray for grace to, 
regulate your affections and subdue your self-will: contemplate 
your fallen depraved state as a sinner, to repress every proud 
thought and haughty disposition: watch against improper desires, 
and should you feel their obstinate struggle for victory, pray for 
strength from God to resist them, that you may return from the 
contest a conqueror over yourself, the most formidable of enemies. 

JL. Avoid all scenes of temptation open and disguised. Against 
visiting the theatre I must expressly caution you; there you may 
be amused, but you cannot be profited. The lewd, profane, and 
unprincipled characters that are to be found amongst those whe 
resort there; the nature of the pieces exhibited, and the expense 
ef admission, are some of the imperious reasons for your abstaining 
from those haunts of folly and dissipation. Nor can I think more 
favourably of cards; if, as in amusement, it were innocent, yet it 
is at best very trifling and childish ; it wastes precious time, pro- 
motes evil tempers, induces an idle habit, conducts to gaming, and 
often to suicide ; it indisposes the mind for retirement and study, 
affords opportunity for scandal, and seems adapted for none bot 
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persons of weak minds and slender abilities, who ought rather to 
employ their hours in gaining real knowledge, than to waste it ina 
manner so disgraceful to an immortal being. Be firm in your aver- 
sion from evil company. Should you step on the forbidden ground 
of a tavern, except when business demands, I tremble at the con- 
sequences. Many young men have, by this way of spending their 
evenings, contracted the most injurious habits, and by mixing with 
persons of improper sentiments, gradually imbibed erroneous, and 
even Vicious principles. 

Hitherto I have spoken of outward scenes of temptation, but 
there are others more disguised, and consequently more seductive 
and dangerous. You ought therefore to examine carefully what- 
ever presents itself to your notice, and reject all that the Sacred 
Scriptures either directly or consequentially condemn. 

IV. Form a proper estimate of the world It will appear to you 
pleasant and desirable, but it is deceitful, and like the prince of 
darkness, often transforms itself into an angel of light, till its spe- 
cious covering is removed, and then its true character is exhibited, 
‘*‘ vanity and vexation of spirit.” What are worldly pleasures but 
concealed torments! what are its honours but fading wreaths! 
what are its riches, but discontented sojourners? in a word, its 
ways and customs are evil, its promises vain, and its applause dan- 
gerous, O, my dear Thomas, be firm in your attachment to God 
and religion ; suffer neither the flatteries, the ridicule, uor the 
threats of the world to lessen your concern for your eternal happi- 
ness, but say to every such seducer,— 

O tell me no more of this world’s vain store, 

The time for such trifles with me is now o’er; 

A country I’ve found, ‘where true joys abound ; 
To dwell, I'm determin’d, on that happy ground. 

V. Let your gencral conduct be governed by the Bible. Maintain 
a strict regard to truth in all your words and expressions ; never 
habituate yourself to equivocation, for between truth and falsehood 
there is no medium. Avoid profane swearing and taking the 
Lord’s name invain. Be just in all your actions. Integrity will 
procure you the esteem even of your enemies. Regard tempe- 
rance ; let yoyr moderation be known to all men. Waste noi 
your hours in unnecessary sleep: early rising is the key to know- 
ledge, health, and riches. Beware of eating and drinking to ex 
cess. Adrunkard is scarcely fit company for a beast ; no object 
can be more contemptible. The Persians caused their slaves to be 
intoxicated, and then exhibited to their children, to inspire them 
with a detestation of this vice. 

While I would caution you against rudeness and clownishness, I 
would equally admonish you against that excessive politeness 
which grows into effeminacy. In your general conduct observe 
decorum and propriety, and avoid every remark that might offend 
the chaste ear ; obscene expressions, and even insinuations, render 
a person despicable and disgusting. It should be your desire al- 
ways to profit and never to offend by your conversation. Many 
young men, by a conduct in this respect justly called scandalous, 
merit #6 hicher appellation than that ef ** filthy talkers.” 
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Finally. Let me entreat you to keep in view the awful reali- 
ties of eternity ; a regard to them will, under the influence of the 
Holy Spirit, moderate your passions, calm your temper, solemnize 
your mind, endear to you the Scriptures, render the Lord Jesus 
Christ invaluably precious, and counteract the influence of a gay 
and sinful world. ‘* We must all appear before the judgment-seat 
of Christ” to receive our final sentence to happiness or misery, 
heaven or hell! Dreadful alternative! Let the solemn thought im- 
press you with the importance of being a decided character. 

These remarks I commit to your careful perusal and serious re- 
flection. May I at last meet you on the heavenly shore, and the 
praises of God and the Lamb be our eternal employment 

I am, my dear Thomas, 
Your most affectionate friend and tutor, = <. 
—— [ Youth’s Mag.] 
NEW TRACT SOCIFTY. 

The * Bethany Tract Society” has been formed in Livingston 
County, Kentucky. The members agree to abstain entirely from 
the free use of ardent spirits, and use their personal influence te 
deter others from indulging in so pernicious a practice; and re- 
prove and discountenance profane swearing, Sabbath-breaking, 
gambling, &c.—The object of this Society is explicitly stated by 
the Managing Committee in the following words :—* The mem- 
bers of our Society are few in number, and of low worldly cir- 
cumstances ; but hearing of the great things which God has done 
in other parts of the world by means of a few religious tracts, we 
are encouraged to contribute our mite, humbly hoping that God, 
who has chosen the weak things of this world to confound the 
things that are mighty, will make such a use of this little Society, 
as that it may prove a blessing, not only to the members, but like-~ 
wise to many of our poor neighbours, who are destitute of the 
common means of grace and instruction.”” A Female Society has 
also been formed in the same place for the distribution of Tracts. 

st [Chilicothe Recorder. | 
Communicated for the Christian Herald. 

A Society has lately been formed by a number of ptous ladies in 
Savannah, (Georgia,) styled The Savannah Female Mite Soctety 
for Missionary purposes.—T heir object is to provide Missionaries 
for the destitute in their own state, and assist in extending the 
kingdom of the Blessed Redeemer among the heathen. 

NAMES OF TE OFFICERS 

Mrs. Stiles, First Directress; Mrs. Early, Second Dtrectress ; 

Yrs, A. Smith, Secretary ; Miss A. Jones, Treasurer. 
Other Managers 

Mrs. Stark, Mrs Reed, Mrs. Wall, Mrs. Greene, Mrs. Leth- 

sridge, Mrs Hart, Miss Dunning, Miss Barron. 


—<34 > 
A number of ladies of the congregaticn of the South Datch Reformed 
@hurch in this city have contributed thirty dollars to constitute their Pastor, 
the Rev. James M. Matthews, a mem*er for life of the American Bible Socvety : 
aso thirty dollars to constitute him @ member for life of the Young Ment 
Wessionary Sociely of New-York. 
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